Tavaspay, Manca 18TH, 1875.} { CONFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAR, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRALE PROVINCES, 


Received up to 13th March, 1875. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Murakka-i-Tazib of the Ist March notices that there 
was all but a serious collision at Muhan in the Unao district, 
in consequence of a marriage procession having been met by 
the Musalmans on the seventh day of the Muharram. The 
chance of a disturbanee was only frustrated’ by the good! 
management of the Deputy Commissioner. The editor 
‘recommends that in future suitable notices shall be posted’ up 
warning people of the danger that might occur, as there 

.are always certam evil-disposed. people ready to stir up 
strife and enmity between the Hindus and Musalmans. 
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This paper complains much of the carelessness of the chau- 
‘kidars who are supposed to keep watch at night at Muhan. 
They do not patrol the city at all, and hence the frequency of ° 
thefts ; one of which he instances as of recent occurrence. 


The Oudk Akhbar of the 5th March states that the rumour 

which was rife concerning the settlement of the boundary dis- 

\ pute between Oudh and Nepal being satisfactorily settled ts 
~ quite false. Moreover, it is now time to look into the state of 

the case, « Lately the Superintendent ef Police at Baraich 


rae y 


was about to proceed into the jungles of Bhainsa Gori on a 
‘sporting excursion, but he was prohibited from doing so, and 
all remonstrances were most obstinately resisted ; he was 
forced to beat a retreat.’? The editor adds that it will not be 
surprising if the Chief Commissioner hands up the case to 
Government. 


The Akhbar-i-Alam of he 4th March complains very 
‘much of the system of transfer among the Government 
officials of the North-Western Provinces. . He proceeds to 
say that there are some who remain at one station year 
after year until they have become so accustomed to it:as to look 
upon it as their rightful estate. ‘* Tahsildars are not uncom- 
monly left for ten years in one place, and sarishtadars are 
fixtures in one station, and they have the opportunity afforded 
them of making as much money as they please; whereas 
if they were to be transferred to some other -station, the 
probability is that they would. not be able to do'so, and it 
would also be the means of showing their qualifications and 
merits to the authorities under whom they work.” The 
writer then gives the following examples :—In the Meerut 
Commission will be found one Inspector of Police who has 
been some fifteen years in one place and city; then again 


the Deputy Collector of Meerut can count some fourteen 
years in the same station. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 8th February smghatie 
of the indfference of the municipality of Benares to the 
state of the road leading from Rajghat to Assi, which 
suffers much during the rains and is quite neglected, 
choles knee deep being of no uncommon occurrence in 
it, to the great inconvenience of travellers who are 
hastening home from the railway station. The writer adds 
that the embankment of the Mirghat, whi ch collapsed the 
other day, was due entirely to the carelessness of this com- 
mittee ; had it been looked to in time the loss of two boats, 
sunk by the fall of the embankment, might have been averted. 
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The Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the 5th March, in writing of the 
Imambara at Husainabad, remarks that the buildin g, toge- 
ther witha very large sum of money, was'entrusted to the care 
of the Government by its founder, Muhammad Ali Shah, the 
King of Oudh. The duty thus devolved upon Government to 
see that the annual expenses of the Muharram and the main- 
tenance of the poor and needy was carefully carried out in: 
accordance with the agreement under which it was made over.. 
The Government has made over the managément of it to the 
son-in-law of the. late king (Muhsin-ud-daula); but this’ 
person, with his uncertain religious opinions, has entrusted 
the management of it'to one Ram Prasad, and we are pained: 
to see the unhappy results. This man, togethér with his 
brethren, who: are all Hindus, fail to pay due respect to this 
sacred building, and go about all over the place, even to the 


tomb itself, with their shoes on, spitting pén and calling out 


Ram Mahadev! -:It is sorrowful to think that such things are. 


allowed to he, What, could not one of the Muhammadan. 


creed have been found in all this large city to take up this: 
sacred office of trust? The Nawab will truly have to answer 
one day for this breach of faith. : 

This paper also notions the very imperfect way the settle- 
ment work is carried on at Moradabad now-a-days. It is 
said that the work is entrusted to the contractors’ clerks, and: 
this will account for the delay in submitting the papers which 
have been returned three times for correction, and yet are 
not presentable, It is a great pity that so much of Govern- 


ment money should have been expended, and yet no work 
done. 


The Maksud-ul-Akhbar for’ the first week of March writes 
from Ambala thus:—‘ At the village of Bilana, under the 


Ambala thana, a boy of the age of 15 years was killed the 


other day by the kick of a man of the Jat caste. We hear 
the enquiry made into. the case by. the Deputy Inspector of 
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Police at Ambala has not resulted in anything, and there is 
suspicion - money has had the power to hush up the case.” 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN,) 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 5th Mareh publishes a —_ isti- 
cle on the proceedings of the Baroda Commission ; but‘as it 
is chiefly composed of extracts from the Bombay ‘papers, and 
great repetition, it does not require further notice. The writer 
considers that “the chiefs of Gwaliar and Jaipur have not 
only accepted their position in: obedience to the Queen, but 
have done so from a feeling of sympathy and brotherly affec- 
tion to one of their own ; and it is certain that these chiefs 


will see that nothing remains undone to get at the truth of 
the matter.” 


The Meerut Gazette of the 6th March, noticing the advent 
at Dehli of the Maharaja of Travancore under the salute 
~ due to his rank, regrets that among other gentlemen who 
failed to pay him the respect of a visit was the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Dehli, although he was in Dehli at the time. 
The writer calls on Government to take serious notice of the 


fact, as the Commissioner of Dehli was also wanting in this 
‘respect. 2 ) 


_ The Gwalior Gazette of the 7th March, under the heading 
“ Jaipur,” gives the following :—The Political Agent of Raj- 
putana arrived here on Tuesday evening. The troubles and 
inconveniences attendant on this } journey has unhappily been 


the cause of death of two European gentlemen, one of them 
a merchant of note. 


The Jalwa-i-Tur of the 8th March complains greatly of 
the misrule which prevails in the Rewah country, the chief 
of which is said to be more engaged in idleness ‘and sports than 
in the good administration of his State, a general division of 
which has been made to the Thakurs and landholders, who 

are enforeing their own new orders and looking down upon 
all orders passed at the’ darbar. There is not one court of 


law in which justice is properly dispensed ; all cases. are 
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settled by a panchayat ; and.the market for bribery and corrup- 
tion is watm enough. The ill-paid’ police are slack. in-their 

work, and often take part in.the thefts for which this place is 
so notorious. The debt of the Maharaja ‘to. Government is 
_gaid to be a large sum of some eight or ten lakhs, and his con- 
duct is quite reckless. The writer regrets that for want of a 
little proper care and management this beautiful and. ver y 
productive country should be allowed to run to waste and ruin. 
Although we are well aware that the Government has no desire 
to interfere with independent States, still things have come to 
such a pass that non-interference becomes a.crime. We have 
no fault to find with the chief, who is said to mean well ; but 
we would bring to notice the frivolous idea that has caused 
him to be so disregardf ul of all else but self-enjoyment. One 
or two sorcerers have given out that this chief’s rule is for 
one year, and that he will die then: hence his desire to enjoy 
life while he may in the little time left him. 


The same paper instances the construction of an embank- 
ment, 70 feet high, on the banks of the river Amaishah, by 
the Maharaja of Jaipur, for the purpose of supplying water 
to the city. Another embankment has also been resolved 

upon for purposes of irrigation at an estimate of fourteen 
lakhs of rupees, but this is likely to lead to a dispute between 


the chief of Jaipur and that of Bhartpur, and a boundary 


question arise, which will perhaps have to go up to the Gov- 
ernment for decision. 


The Vakil-i- Hindustan of the 10th March comments thus 
upon Baroda affairs :—“ If the people of India were of one 
caste and one nation progress would perhaps be more rapid, but 
the frequent disagreements and disputes which arise among 
the people tend greatly to bring disgrace and ruin on them. 
Still one thing must be admitted, that, notwithstanding this, 

the national feeling of sympathy is to be found among them 
to a great degree. Now itis clearly observed that the present 
position of the Gaekwar is open to all sorts of opinions ; and 
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the public in general are watchin g, with great parery ; the 
result of this unhappy case. It is likely that the Govern- 
ment will carry out the ruling of the commission it has 
appointed ; but we feel it our bounden duty to point out to 
Government the necessity of a careful and laborious inveatiga- 
tion into the whole proceedings of this case before final 
action is taken, so that there may not be more discontent 
apparent. We would ask the Government what great advan- 
tage was gained by the annexation of Oudh.” 


EDUCATIONAL. 


~The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 15th Febcunty, under the 
heading “ Lions kill and jackals devour,” publishes an article 
to the effect that he hears that it is in contemplation to abolish 
certain higher classes in the Government Colleges, North- 
Western Provinces. Those, therefore, who desire to gain honors 
of M. A. and B. A., &c., should in future go to the Muir Cen- 
tral College at Allahabad. It is hard that the Professors of 
colleges should give their labour, and, with great painstaking, 
bring their pupils to a state of perfection positively praises 
worthy, and at the end they should-have to fall back on the 
Muir College. The writer concludes by begging the Govern- 
ment to allow the classes for higher honors still to be con- 
tinued in the Benares College, in order that the dignity and 
importance of that celebrated city should not suifer. 2 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nazam-ul-Asar of the lst March mentions, on the 
authority of a correspondent, that some treasure has been 
found at a village called Mash in the Shahjahanpur district, 
near the temple of Debi, by two. men who were digging there. 
A dispute arose concerning the division of the property, and 
the matter .soon became public. The police took possession of 
the brags vessel said to contain gold and silver coins. . It is 
believed that this money belongs to one Raja Baban, a taluk. 


dar, who is said to have buried large sums of money in this. 
way at different places in the district. - 
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